VI SI ONARI ES

What Did the Great Scientist
Foresee for the Year 2060?
■ BY JOHN CHAM BERS
n February 22, 2003, the Daily Telegraph of London, England, published a front-page story that began
with the words:

O

“Sir Isaac Newton, Britain’s greatest scientist, predicted the date of the end of the
world— and it is only 57 years away.”
The Telegraph som ewhat softened its
horrific first paragraph that Newton had predicted the end of the world for 2060 by declaring in a fourth paragraph:
“Newton, who was also a theologian and
alchem ist, predicted that the Second
Com ing of Christ would follow plagues and
war and would precede a 1,000-year reign
by the saints on earth— of which he would
be one.”
But the dam age was done. Over the next
few days the news was dissem inated to every
corner of the globe, getting m uch play in
newspapers, on radio, on TV and on a vast
num ber of Internet news sites, m any of
which played the story for laughs, showing,
for exam ple, a graphic illustration of a
m ushroom cloud along with the words,
“Party like it’s 2060!”
Although the 2060 date cam e as a shock
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to the general public which was not even
aware of Newton’s theological interests, it
wasn’t news to the sm all group of scholars
who regularly study the theology of Sir
Isaac Newton. One of those scholars, University of King’s College (Halifax, Nova Scotia)
Assistant Professor Stephen D. Snobelen,
had broached it in the course of the Daily
Telegraph interview som e nine days prior to
the airing on Britain’s BBC 2 of a docum entary, Newton: The Dark Heretic. One of the
historical consultants for the BBC docum entary, Professor Snobelen is shown in a
closing sequence handling and com m enting
on the m anuscript bearing the 2060 date at
the Jewish National and University Library
in Jerusalem .
The explosive date of 2060 A.D. had been
known to Newton scholars since the early
1970s. The scientist’s theological and alchem ical papers rem ained out of sight in
the house of the Earl of Portsm outh (a descendant of Newton’s niece) for 250 years
till, in 1936, the eccentric Jewish scholar
Abraham Shalom Ezekiel Yahuda acquired
the largest single collection of the theological papers at an auction at Sotheby’s in
London. Yahuda bequeathed the docum ents to the State of Israel, but it wasn’t

until 1967 that they finally ended up in the
Jewish Library in Jerusalem . Even so, they
rem ained difficult of access to scholars until
1991, when the m ajority of Newton’s scientific, adm inistrative, theological and alchem ical m anuscripts were released on m icrofilm .
Sir Isaac Newton (1642-1727) was not
only one of the two or three m ost influential
scientists who ever lived, discovering the
three laws of m otion, the concepts of m ass,
force and universal gravitation, and the true
nature of light, and independently inventing
(along with Gottfried Leibniz) the differential calculus. He was also one of the m ost
thoroughgoing and perspicacious researchers into theology and alchem y that
the world has ever known. The m athem atician/scientist believed that the Word of God
was writ large both in the natural world—
he had done m uch to uncover those
words—and in the Bible, and Newton was
just as driven to discover that Word in the
latter as in the form er. Further powering
his drive to plum b the depths of the Scriptures—and of all other noteworthy classical
texts as well—was his conviction that the
ancients had discovered the sam e laws of
the universe as him self; in setting them
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forth in the three volum es of the Principia
m athem atica he was m erely dressing up in
m odern garb truths that the great thinkers
of the past had known since the beginning
of tim e, and which they had called the
prisca sapientia (“pristine wisdom ”).
Newton’s announcem ent, unearthed
three centuries after the publication of the
Principia, that the world would end in 2060
(actually, transition to a very different
world) was one uniquely destined to arouse
passionate interest and anxiety in the year
2003. After all, this was the year the U.S. invaded Iraq (the land of ancient Babylon),
stirring up to no predictable end the international wasp’s nest of radical Muslim terrorism . It was the year North Korea, Pakistan and India rattled their nuclear sabers. It
was the year that AIDS, a plague of Biblical
proportions, continued to ravage the
world—and when the SARS epidem ic leapt
out of nowhere as if to give us all a bitter
foretaste of apocalyptic doom to com e.
To top it off, 2060 was a date dangerously
close to 2012—the year when, according to
m any prophets and prophetic texts both ancient and m odern, m ankind will be engulfed
in a final, world-convulsing holocaust.
A 2002 History Channel docum entary on
the Bible Code erroneously calls Newton an
early investigator into the uncanny, accessible-to-com puters-only code popularized by
Michael Drosnin in his books The Bible
Code and The Bible Code II (1997 and 2003).
Newton didn’t believe God’s prophetic words

were em bedded in an eternally dynam ic subtext hidden beneath the literal text of the
Bible. Deeply religious, the scientist was a
m em ber of the Church of England even
while he adhered in secret to the belief of
the fourth-century “heretic” Arius that the
doctrine of the Trinity (that God, the Holy
Spirit, and Christ, are one) was a diabolical
falsehood im posed by the early Church;
Newton believed that though the Son and
the Holy Spirit were divine, only God was
God. The scientist had com e to this belief
through a painstaking study of the scriptures and of other, contem poraneous, texts.
He believed that the Bible was an expression
of the word of God, but that there were
m any corrupt and flawed versions of the
Bible; Newton had set him self the lifetim e
task of m inutely and rigorously exam ining
the texts to see exactly what God had said.
He went about this in the sam e way as
the m odern Biblical scholar, by rounding up
all of the different versions of a particular
text he could get his hands on, in Latin,
Greek and Hebrew—his chief interest being
in the books of Daniel and of Revelation—
and subjecting them to a m inute com parative linguistic analysis; from this he would
determ ine the true m eaning of the words.
Newton’s interpretations are then hardly
fantastical, and not even m ystical (he
steered clear of the those prophets, like Ezekiel, who seem ed to him to speak in wildly
em otional term s); for exam ple, his interpretation of the provocative word “beast” in the

Book of Revelation, based on careful linguistic analysis, is sim ply ‘groups of people
or organizations’ (notably, the churches).
In a forthcom ing book, Isaac Newton,
Heretic, Professor Snobelen writes that, for
Newton, “the holy Prophecies” of the Scripture were nothing else than “histories of
things to com e” (Yahuda MS 1.1, folio 16
recto). Crucial to Newton’s interpretation of
these highly sym bolic texts was his belief
that the prophetic tim e periods 1260, 1290,
1335 and 2300 days actually represent 1260,
1290, 1335 and 2300 years, using the “dayfor-a-year principle.” How did Newton com e
by this strange belief? In a special com m unication to Atlantis Rising, Professor Snobelen writes:
“[Newton was…] following in the tradition of Joseph Mede, the Cam bridge polym ath and prophetic exegete who died in
1638. But the ‘day-for-a-year’ principle is
based on other scriptural texts, such as: [Nu
14:34] ‘After the num ber of the days in
which ye searched the land, even forty days,
each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know
m y breach of prom ise,’ and [Eze 4:6] ‘And
when thou hast accom plished them , lie
again on thy right side, and thou shalt bear
the iniquity of the house of Judah forty
days: I have appointed thee each day for a
year.’”
Professor Snobelen sets out the pro-

Continued on Page 71

YOUR AD
COULD BE
IN THIS
SPACE
Advert ising in
At lant is Rising is
EFFECTIVE &
INEXPENSIVE
We reach a unique
audience, unserviced by
any other publication.
Give your business
the boost it needs.
Call today for a Rate Card.

1-406-222-0875
See Our Gr eat 8-page Catalog Section Beginning on Page 74

Number 44 •

ATLANTIS RISING

47

NEWTON

Continued from Page 47
the end of his life, he settled upon
the year when the papal church had
once and for all gathered up all tem poral power. This date for the
“form al institution of the apostate,
im perial Church” —the beginning
of the period of “the Pope’s suprem acy” — was A.D. 800, “the year
Charlem agne was crowned em peror
of Rom e in the west by Pope Leo
III.” Adding 1260 years to 800 brings
us to the year 2060, when “Babylon
will fall,” the apostate Church will
cease, and Christ will return to
earth to set up a global 1000-year
kingdom of God. On page 144 of his
Observations (1733), Newton cited
Daniel 7:26-27 as evidence: “But the
judgm ent shall sit, and they shall
take away his dom inion to consum e
and to destroy it unto the end. And
the kingdom and dom inion, and the
greatness of the kingdom under the
whole heaven, shall be given to the
people of the saints of the m ost
High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom , and all dom inions
shall serve and obey him .”
The Halifax professor is quick to
say that Newton did not believe the
world would literally end in 2060.
Rather, there will be a wholly new
beginning. “Before the Second
Fresco from monastery in M t. Athos, Greece, depicts
Com ing, the Jews would return to
judgment day. (Photo: Paul LaViolette)
Israel according to the predictions
m ade in biblical prophecy,” he says.
“The Tem ple would be rebuilt as well. “Newton’s own prophetic disciple William
Slightly before, or around the tim e of Whiston set 1736 as the end of the 1260
Christ’s return, the great battle of Arm a- years and the year 1766 as the beginning of
geddon would take place when a series of na- the Millennium .” Newton’s m id-twentytions (the ‘Gog and Magog’ confederacy of first-century date com es of course from his
Ezekiel’s prophecy) invade Israel.” Christ choosing as the com m encem ent date the
and the saints would then intervene to es- tim e when the Rom an Catholic Church
tablish the worldwide 1000-year Kingdom of achieved total hegem ony over worldly afGod. This would be a tim e of peace and pros- fairs—A.D. 800. But we m ay ask ourselves:
perity; in the Observations, Newton quotes Did Newton know m ore? Did one of the
Micah 4:3: “[The people will] beat their greatest thinkers of all tim e—and the m an
swords into plowshares, and their spears who read m ore ancient works of arcane litinto pruninghooks,” and when “nations erature than anyone before or since—know
shall not lift up a sword against nation, nei- som ething that no one else knew?
Professor
Snobelen
wonders
if
ther shall they learn war any m ore.”
One of the m ost com pelling aspects of Newton, who hated prophetic date-setters,
Newton’s predicted date of 2060 is how far would be infuriated if he knew that the
in the future, com paratively speaking, he whole world now knows of his date of 2060.
sets the tim e for the “end of the world.” A Or, would he sim ply “have been satisfied
tiny m inority of prophetic exegetes around that now, as we are m oving toward the age
about Newton’s tim e placed the end-tim e in in which the true Gospel is to be preached,
the twenty-first century, but the trend was it is tim e to preach openly?” Concludes the
“to place the end within or not long after Halifax professor: “We will have to wait until
one’s lifetim e.” Joseph Mede, setting the 2060 to ask him .”
com m encem ent date at A.D. 476—the tim e
For further inform ation on Newton’s reof the fall of the Rom an Em pire—concluded
that the end would com e in 1736; William cently discovered alchem ical and apocaLloyd, Bishop of Worcester, announced in lyptic/theological writings, the reader is
person to Queen Anne in 1712 that the Vat- urged to go to the site of the newly created
ican City would be consum ed by a flam e of Newton Project, at www.newtonproject
fire from heaven in the year 1716; and .ic.ac.uk.
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